
 

1-800-346-6277 · www.oars.com · info@oars.com 

 

GALAPAGOS  
HIKING & KAYAKING 

ADVENTURE 
 

OUR EXCLUSIVE CATAMARAN-BASED ODYSSEY IS THE  
MOST UNIQUE & EXCITING WAY TO SEE THE ISLANDS! 

 
It’s no wonder Herman Melville called the Galapagos “The Enchanted Isles.” This far-
flung archipelago is unique on earth. Giant tortoises roam misty meadows. Sea lions loll, 
nonchalant, on pristine beaches. Iguanas bask on sun-baked lava while sea turtles, rays 
and penguins swim with snorkelers in turquoise waters. Paddling this primeval paradise 
is a privilege few visitors get to enjoy. Our Galapagos kayaking permit allows us access 
to remote places that guests aboard larger ships never see. Our deluxe catamaran 
whisks us between anchorages and provides comfortable accommodations. Each day we 
explore a different island, either on foot or by kayak, or sometimes both. The islands are 
surprisingly diverse, with new discoveries at each spot we visit. 
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TRIP HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 An exclusive active adventure in the world’s most unique wildlife destination – 

plus, hike in the Andean Highlands! 

 

 Enjoy nature hikes, snorkeling and tropical sea kayaking – we hold a special 

paddling permit from Galapagos National Park 

 

 Sleep comfortably aboard our exclusive sailing catamaran, the S/V Nemo II, in 

private en suite cabins 

 
DAILY ITINERARY  

 

Day 1: Quito, Ecuador / Otavalo 
Arrive in Quito, where our local representative meets you 
at the airport. Our Ecuador adventure begins with a 
scenic two-hour drive to the market town of Otavalo, 
home to mostly indigenous residents of the Andean 
highlands. We'll spend the next two nights at Las 
Palermas, a 150-year-old hacienda tucked within a lush 
mountain valley at the base of the Imbabura and 
Cotacachi volcanoes. Our accommodations are in cozy 
adobe cottages, each with a log fireplace to take the chill 
off the cool mountain nights. Within the compound's tile-topped earthen walls, 
towering palm trees rise above a perennial garden abloom with hibiscus, bougainvillea, 
orchids and more, which attract hummingbirds, vermilion flycatchers and other colorful 
birds. Dinner is on your own this evening, in order to enjoy the inn and its surroundings 
at your leisure.   
 

Day 2: Otavalo — Hiking in the Andes Highlands  
The countryside surrounding the town of Otavalo offers an ideal introduction for hiking 
in Ecuador. Mountain lakes glisten beneath wide blue skies, while two dramatic 
volcanoes dominate the skyline—15,190-foot Imbabura and 16,388-foot Cotacachi. 
With a picnic lunch to sustain us, we'll head off on some local trails to explore the 
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landscape up close, keeping an eye out for the many different bird species we're likely 
to see along the way. This evening, we gather for an orientation and welcome dinner as 
we prepare to depart for the Galapagos in the morning.  
 

Day 3: Otavalo / Fly to the Galápagos / Board S/V Nemo II 
We rise early to make the return transfer to the Quito airport, where we board our flight 
to the Galapagos this morning. Our Expedition Leader meets us as we land on the island 
of Baltra, then transfer to the marina to board to the S/V Nemo II. This first-class sailing 
catamaran will be our home base for the next week as we kayak among the islands. 
After settling in to our cabins, we'll have an orientation to our kayaks, with an 
introduction to technique and safety. Our Expedition Leader helps us get fitted to our 
boats, then leads us on our first opportunity to try paddling in the channel. 
 
Back aboard the Nemo, we set off for the island of Santa Cruz, arriving at our landing 
point by late afternoon. Here, we'll leave our boat behind temporarily in order to ascend 
into the misty highlands, stopping to explore Los Gemelos—'The Twins'—two deep pit 
craters in the scalesia forest that hold a variety of birdlife. Soon, we'll arrive at NHA's 
exclusive Wild Tortoise Camp, where we spend the night. Our private campsite, which 
offers accommodations in safari-style tents and treehouses with distant views of the 
ocean, is tucked among lush vegetation that attracts giant tortoises. We'll have a chance 
to view these ancient, amiable creatures in their natural setting, and they often amble 
right into camp. Nearby, we can also explore a network of subterranean lava tubes and 
caverns. 
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Day 4: Santa Cruz Highlands / Darwin Station or Tortuga Bay 
As we wander the environs of our camp this morning, we'll expect to see more wild 
tortoises. Then, it's off to Lava Java, a local organic coffee plantation where we learn 
about how the crop is produced and harvested and have a chance to sample some of 
the fine brews. We continue to Puerto Ayora, the main town on Santa Cruz, where we'll 
visit the world-famous Charles Darwin Research Station. Here, international scientists 
conduct research dedicated to conserving the unique habitats and species of the 
Galapagos. At the tortoise-rearing facility we'll see the tiny babies that are bred to help 
increase the depleted tortoise population, a central part of the station’s conservation 
mission. After lunch, a hike along a trail to secluded Tortuga Bay offers a chance for a 
swim in the aquamarine water, or just relaxing on the pristine white sand beach.  
Another alternative is free time on your own in town, where you'll find a nice selection 
of shops, cafes and seaside bars. 

 

Day 5: Cerro Brujo / Kicker Rock / Isla Lobos 
We begin our day exploring the area around Cerro Brujo, or 'Wizard Hill,' an ancient 
volcanic tuff cone on San Cristobal Island next to an expanse of powdery white sand 
that’s home to a large colony of Galapagos sea lions as well as blue-footed boobies, 
pelicans, egrets and marine iguanas. Setting out before breakfast in the early light of 
morning, we paddle the shoreline along Cerro Brujo, observing the tunnels and caves 
eroded by the relentless action of the waves. After breakfast we have time for a hike 
along the beach to look for sea lions. Then we sail aboard Nemo II to Kicker Rock, a 
dramatic volcanic tuff cone that rises 300 feet above the ocean’s surface. Here we'll 
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snorkel in deep water to observe and swim with sea turtles, rays of various kinds, as well 
as gentle reef sharks. By early afternoon we’re bound for Isla Lobos, where we enjoy a 
delightful swim with the resident sea lion colony and look for feeding marine iguanas. At 
every turn, our discoveries are enhanced by the in-depth knowledge of our Expedition 
Leader, who is an expert naturalist on the flora and fauna of the Galapagos. 
 

Day 6: Espanola 
Espanola is one of the most prolific wildlife sites in the Galapagos. We hike to the 
headlands of Punta Suarez where bird life abounds, with Hood mockingbirds, blue-
footed and masked boobies, magnificent frigatebirds and Galapagos hawks. Espanola is 
also the world’s main nesting site for the enormous waved albatross. In the afternoon 
we relocate to Gardner Bay. First we'll relax at an idyllic white sand beach where sea 
lions laze by the dozens and Pacific green sea turtles frequent the rocky part of the 
shoreline. We then set out for a sunset paddle along the north shore of the island, along 
a cliff formed by eroded cinder cones and layers of old basalt, observing giant cacti and 
many species of birds. Afterward, our catamaran awaits us in the quiet bay. 

 

Day 7: Floreana  
On Floreana, we hike through a palo santo forest to a brackish lagoon that’s home to 
flamingos. Then, we travel aboard Nemo II a short distance offshore to Champion islet, 
one of the best drift-snorkel spots in the Galapagos. As the current floats us past the 
steep walls of these underwater volcanic formations, we’ll spy large schools of colorful 
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fish as we're followed by playful young sea lions. Following in the footsteps of pirates, 
whalers, convicts and colonists, we explore Floreana’s rich history of adventure. One 
relic of this colorful past is the “Post Office Barrel,” established by British whalers in 
1793, where travelers still leave mail for personal delivery by visitors passing through. 
Late this afternoon, pending conditions, we make a paddle around the mangrove shores 
of Post Office Bay, where large bull sea lions patrol the rocky territory and reddish 
marine iguanas bask near the tree cacti. 
 

Day 8: Santa Fe / South Plaza  
On Santa Fe we take a short hike through a forest of prickly pear cacti, looking for the 

endemic land iguanas that wait patiently underneath for fruit to drop. Returning to our 

catamaran, we go snorkeling around a small islet, a natural aquarium with great reef 

diversity. Next, a two-hour paddle along Santa Fe’s north coast reveals large cliffs and 

sea caves used by many species of marine birds for nesting and roosting, as well as 

basking green sea turtles and sea lions. By noon we’ll be sailing for South Plaza, one of 

the smallest islands yet vibrant with diverse flora, land creatures and marine life. We 

ascend a trail among colorful plants to look for a completely different species of land 

iguana than we've seen previously, skirting scenic cliffs with dramatic views of the 

ocean. Overhead, red billed tropicbirds and Galapagos shearwaters fly in large numbers 

from nearby nests. 
 

Day 9: Sombrero Chino / Bartolome 
Sombrero Chino Island, our destination this morning, really does look like a Chinese hat! 

Our day begins with a two-hour paddle through the Bainbridge Rocks, shaped like a 

string of floating mushroom tops. We then snorkel in the channel, hoping the resident 

penguin family will join us. Sailing on to Bartolome, some of the best snorkeling in the 

Galapagos awaits around the base of this ancient submerged volcano, an underwater 

playground that’s home to enormous schools of fish permanently under attack by 

Galapagos penguins. Sleeping white-tipped reef sharks, sea turtles and stingrays are also 

common sightings. We also make a dry landing to climb to the highest point of the 

island for 360-degree views, passing intriguing geological formations such as spatter 

cones, tuff cones and lava tubes. From the summit we enjoy a panorama of the 

surrounding islands and Pinnacle Rock, famously shown in the 2003 film Master and 

Commander. 
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Day 10: Santa Cruz / Return to Quito 
Returning to Santa Cruz, we explore the mangrove ecosystem of Black Turtle Cove. An 
early morning tender by panga, or dinghy, takes us inside a mangrove lagoon where 
spotted eagle and golden rays swim in schools, white-tipped reef sharks rest at the 
bottom, and sea turtles bask. Birds abound, too, and we'll likely see pelicans, herons and 
egrets feeding in the cove. Too soon, our time in the Enchanted Isles comes to a close—
we say farewell to the Nemo II, her crew and our Expedition Leader this afternoon as we 
return to the Baltra airport for our return flight to Quito, where we meet departing 
flights or continue onward for those extending their travels to the Amazon rain forest or 
Machu Picchu. 
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S/V NEMO II 
 

The S/V Nemo II is a 72-foot sailing catamaran that carries just 12 guests in six classically 

outfitted cabins, all with en suite facilities and air conditioning. Public spaces include 

lounge areas inside and out, a dining salon and small bar, and a sundeck with lounge 

chairs. The boat’s hospitable staff attends to guests’ every need, including three meals a 

day plus snacks to energize a daily round of active pursuits. Although this sailing vessel is 

smaller and more simple than our larger motor yachts, it has been chosen for Natural 

Habitat Expeditions' hiking and kayaking trip because its classic and adventurous nature 

and intimate size fit perfectly with the theme of this specialized journey. 
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IMPORTANT TRIP DETAILS 
 

Physical Requirements  

This trip is rated Moderate to Difficult 

 

General physical fitness and mobility are required to participate in this trip. If you do not 

have prior experience with kayaking, we ask that guests are prepared to learn and that 

they sign on knowing that their participation may be limited if they cannot meet 

minimum abilities. Activities include mainland and island hiking, kayaking, swimming 

and snorkeling. Our island hikes in the Galapagos are often on trails that are rough and 

uneven, sometimes traversing lava fields and navigating sharp or slippery rocks. 

Constrained by the nature of the park trail systems and the size of the islands, most of 

our hikes while in the Galapagos will be from 1-2 miles in length with one walk that's 

roughly 5 miles long over very gentle terrain. When weather and conditions permit, our 

trip will include five opportunities for sea kayaking, each outing about 2 hours in length 

with some excursions in the early morning. A couple outings require some technical 

knowledge to navigate through breaking waves and rough water. Most activities on this 

trip will range in length from 1-3 hours, and we will often have several activities in one 

day while in the islands. Travelers are not required to participate in every activity but 

there may not be alternate activities provided. 

 

Group Size Limit 

Approximately 12 Travelers 

A very important feature of our Galapagos kayaking and hiking trip is the limited group 

size, as nature expeditions are best experienced with a small group of travelers. 

 

Included 

Accommodations, meals from breakfast on Day 2 to breakfast on Day 10, overnight at 

NHA's Wild Tortoise Camp, safe drinking water, services of a Natural Habitat Expedition 

Leader, boat crew, some gratuities, airport transfers, use of wetsuits and snorkel gear 

(limited sizes available), permit fees. 
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Not Included 

Travel to and from Quito, R/T air Quito to Galapagos (added to your invoice and subject 

to change through day of departure), most gratuities, alcohol, Galapagos tax and transit 

card (currently $110, added to your invoice), items of a personal nature (phone calls, 

laundry, etc.), travel insurance, optional activities. 

 

Important Information About This Trip 

There is perhaps no more appropriate destination for nature travelers than the 

Galapagos Islands. With rare and friendly wildlife in abundance, the islands exhibit the 

wonder and intricacies of nature in a remarkable setting. Our highly trained Expedition 

Leaders are on hand to help bring it all alive in a personalized manner. The key to the 

success of our Galapagos adventures is our small group size—we boast one of the 

lowest guide-to-guest ratios of any operator in the islands. The NEMO II, our intimate 

sailing catamaran, accommodates just 12 guests plus our Expedition Leader and sailing 

crew. This trip is the most unique Galapagos experience available for travelers who are 

interested in (and physically capable of) getting "out there" on foot and by kayak. In 

addition to land-based and paddling excursions, we'll have the opportunity to snorkel 

almost every day while in the islands— a major part of any comprehensive Galapagos 

experience. It will be a top highlight, for certain!  

 

Please note: The itinerary provided is meant as a guideline and is subject to change 

without notice. On rare occasions, it may be necessary to deviate from our regular 

itinerary for reasons beyond our control. In these instances we will provide the best 

available alternative. 
 

Getting There & Getting Home 

Arrive in Quito, Ecuador, anytime on Day 1 and depart Quito after 9 pm on Day 10. 
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DATES & FEES  

  

2015 Fees 

$5,295 

Deposit: $500 (nonrefundable)  

Other Fees 

 Cabin 1 or 2 Surcharge: $200 (these two 
cabins are larger than other cabins on board)  

 Mainland Single Supplement: $300 

 Holiday Departure Surcharge: 2015: $200 

 Internal Flights: Adults: $550; Children: $350 

 Galapagos Park Fee & Transit Card: Adults: 
$110; Children 11 & under: $60 

 

Prices are per person based on double occupancy 
and are given in US Dollars.  

 

F – Special Family Departure 

 

Dates for 2016 will be similar to 2015 dates and will be allocated to guests on a first-come, first-
served basis. 2016 dates and fees may change slightly.  

 

Singles are not available on the boat due to space restrictions. If you are traveling alone, we will 
attempt to match you with a roommate during your stay on the boat. If one is not available, 
you will not be charged a single supplement for the boat portion of the trip, but you will be 
required to pay the supplement for the land portion of the program ($210 for 2014 and $300 
for 2015). 
 

Departure Return

9-Jan 18-Jan

6-Feb 15-Feb

20-Mar 29-Mar

17-Apr 26-Apr

1-May 10-May

29-May 7-Jun

26-Jun F 5-Jul

10-Jul 19-Jul

24-Jul F 2-Aug

13-Nov 22-Nov

27-Nov 6-Dec

25-Dec 3-Jan

Dates

2015


