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From Sacramento on U.S. Hwy 50: 
Follow Hwy 50 east toward Placerville and 
South Lake Tahoe. Take the Ponderosa Road 
exit (Exit #37), turn left onto Ponderosa/ S Shingle 
and cross over the freeway. 

At the second stop, take the first right turn on N. Shingle 
Road toward Coloma/Lotus. After six miles N. Shingle 
turns into Lotus Road—continue going straight. 

Pass through the first stop sign and continue on to a dead 
end intersection with Hwy 49 (the Sierra Nevada House will be 
on your right). Turn left onto Hwy 49 North and cross the bridge 
over the South Fork American. 

Mother Lode River Center is on the left side of 
Hwy. 49, 2.3 miles from this bridge and opposite 
County road marker 26.51.

From South Lake Tahoe: 
Take Hwy 50 West to Placerville. Turn 
right on Hwy 49 (North) and follow the 
directions from Placerville listed below.

From Placerville: Proceed north on Hwy 
49 through the town of Coloma. Just 
past Coloma, cross the bridge over the 
South Fork of the American. 

The Mother Lode River Center is 
located on the left side of Hwy. 49, 2.3 
miles from this bridge and opposite 
County road marker 26.51.

From Reno/North Lake Tahoe:  
Take Hwy 80 West to Auburn. Take 
Hwy 49 South from Auburn.  

Approximately 9 miles past the town of 
Cool, you will arrive at Mother Lode 
River Center. 

Mother Lode is on the right side of 
the highway, opposite County road 
marker 26.51. 

O.A.R.S. South Fork American River Rafting
Driving Directions


